H5250

quite possibly saved this very building
we are standing in today, to the first
responders who gave their life to en-
sure the well-being and safety of oth-
ers.

We will never forget the President,
who confidently stood on the rubble of
collapsed buildings in New York to
comfort an uncertain nation. I will al-
ways remember the first pitch Presi-
dent Bush threw at Yankee Stadium
several weeks later.

As tens of thousands of fans looked
on, the ball went right down the mid-
dle. He threw a perfect strike. It was a
symbolic moment. It was symbolic of
America’s ability to not only recover
from tragedy but reemerge as a greater
country than it was before.

In God we trust.

———
REMEMBERING 9/11

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
today, on the steps of the House, we
sang ‘‘God Bless America.”’

Standing on those steps some 15
years ago, the searing memory comes
back again—the horrific bloodshed, the
dividing of families, the loss of lives,
the pain, and the tragedy. To those re-
maining loved ones, I offer my deepest
sympathy. And to America: we will
never forget.

I am grateful that we passed S. 2040
today, the Justice Against Sponsors of
Terrorism Act. The reason is, our citi-
zens should never be denied the right
to enter courts and to petition for jus-
tice. As well, the pain needs to be
eased.

I want to thank those first-respond-
ers. I visited Ground Zero. I have felt
that pain. Every year, I think it is im-
portant for Americans to understand
that we must remember to give honor
and respect to those fallen and recog-
nize the values of this Nation.

As this legislation makes its way, I
am committed to working with the ad-
ministration in ensuring that all is
well. It is important to note today, as
we sang ‘‘God Bless America,”” we hon-
ored those families still in pain by
passing S. 2040, Justice Against Spon-
sors of Terrorism Act.

God bless America.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to join my colleagues in
recognizing and commemorating the 15th an-
niversary of the attacks on our homeland on
September 11, 2001.

This Sunday will mark the 15th year since
that day our nation faced the greatest loss of
life on U.S. soil from an enemy attack since
the attack on Pearl Harbor.

The years that have passed since that day
have not dimmed my memory or diminished
my resolve to see an end to terrorism not only
in the United States, but around the world.

As a Member of Congress and a senior
Member of the Committees on Homeland Se-
curity and the Judiciary, both of which deal
with national security issues, | have long been
committed and engaged in efforts to develop
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policies that anticipate and respond to new
and emerging challenges to the security of our
nation and the peace and safety of the world.

I will never forget September 11, 2001 when
2,977 men, women and a children were mur-
dered by 19 hijackers who took commercial
aircraft and used them as missles.

| stood on the East Front steps of the Cap-
itol on September 11, 2001, along with 150
members of the House of Representatives and
sang “God Bless America.

September 11, 2001 remains a tragedy that
defines our nation’s history, but the final chap-
ter will be written by those who are charged
with keeping our nation and its people safe
while preserving the way of life that terrorists
seek to change.

| visited the site of the World Trade Center
Towers in the aftermath of the attacks and
grieved over the deaths of so many of our
men, women, and children.

| want to thank and commend the work of
our first responder community on that day and
every day since September 11 for their efforts
to protect their communities and our nation
from acts of terrorism.

| watched as thousands of first responders,
construction workers, and volunteers worked
to recover the remains of the dead, and re-
moved the tons of debris, while placing their
own lives and health at risk.

The men and women who worked at
“Ground Zero” were called by a sense of duty
to help in our nation’s greatest time of need
since the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

There is unfinished work for those first re-
sponders who were injured or suffered ill-
nesses during and after the September 11,
2001 attacks.

September 11 will forever remain a part of
our national memory and for those who serve
in Congress a clarion call to be vigilant against
those who would do our nation harm.

To respond to the medical needs of the
thousands of people who became ill from ex-
posure to the toxic environment at Ground
Zero, Congress passed the James Zadroga
September 11 Care Act (9/11 Care Act), which
provides rescue and recover workers with
health care to treat the conditions that resulted
from their exposure to toxic dust after the ter-
ror attack.

Under the leadership of President Obama,
Bin Laden was found and killed.

President Obama accepted, and succeeded
in the mission to bring justice to those respon-
sible for the carnage of September 11, 2001.

Today, let us remember those who perished
on this awful day 14 years ago, and rededi-
cate ourselves to honoring their sacrifice by
doing all we can to protect our homeland and
all who dwell peaceably therein.

BIRTHDAY CARDS FOR AVA

(Mr. YOUNG of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, ev-
eryone, meet Ava.

Ava hails from Bondurant, Iowa, and
is turning 11 years old next week. She
is the beautiful daughter of Kris and
Joni Hutchinson. Something you
should know about Ava? Ava is a war-
rior. She is a fighter. She also is bat-
tling brain cancer.
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Now, cancer is not new to Ava. It is
something she has fought as a toddler.
The battle began again, though, for
Ava this summer.

Ava has faced the heartbreaking re-
alities and struggles in her fight
against cancer that many folks are
lucky enough to never encounter in
their lifetime, but Ava is strong, Ava is
brave, and Ava is an inspiration to us
all. She makes us all smile—everyone
she has met.

With her 11th birthday quickly ap-
proaching, you may be asking yourself:
What does she wish for? Ava wants a
birthday card from you—anyone—ev-
eryone who would like to send one.

Folks from across the country and
around the world are sending birthday
cards for Ava. Of the cards, she said: I
like getting them because I know peo-
ple are praying for me and thinking
about me every day.

Let’s help make Ava’s birthday one
to remember. I encourage all who can—
everybody—to take part in this out-
pouring of love and support for Ava.
Anyone can send a card to Ava at:
cards for Ava, 104 9th Street SE, Al-
toona, Iowa 50009. The address is right
here.

Mr. Speaker, today, let us take a mo-
ment to send our thoughts and prayers
to Ava and her family. Let us wish Ava
a happy birthday. The best one is yet
to come.

Happy birthday, Ava.

————
O 1300

CONGRESS NEEDS TO DO ITS JOB
NOW AND FULLY FUND ZIKA

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, Congress needs to stop playing
around with people’s lives and fully
fund the fight against Zika now.

For my home State, Florida, at stake
is the future of our newborns, our tour-
ism jobs, and the hopes and dreams of
folks 1like Andrew and Christina
Rosebrough. For the past 9 years, they
have battled the ups and downs of in-
fertility, seen numerous doctors,
spending thousands of dollars on treat-
ments and drugs. After years of heart-
ache and disappointment, they actu-
ally gave up; and then their own mir-
acle, Christina became pregnant.

They were elated. They were excited.
But now their joy is tempered by anx-
iety and trepidation. Christina has to
stay confined to her home, scared of
that poisonous mosquito that would
devastate her baby’s brain.

Mr. Speaker, Congress needs to do its
job now and fully fund Zika.

——————

HONORING THE KENNEWICK AMER-
ICAN YOUTH BASEBALL TEAM

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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